


Artgetst

In the field of education
the introduction and the
study of Art in Sind are
subjects which deserve the
attention of educationists
and opinion builders alike.
Art education has so far
suffered under the apathy
shown towards it by all th-
ose concerned with the
spread of education in the
country.

Vital

Notwithstanding the fact
that the mention of word Art
has become a red rag for obs-
curantists and oligarchy, one
cannot belittle its importance
in the education of human be-
ings. Art plays a vital role in
the spiritual - and - material
progress of life.

Art, by its very nature, th-
rives on freedom of expres-
sion and to speak of it in the
absence of its essential ingre-
dients, - poses some sticky
problems — specially when
the general environment and
the official attitude are and-
art.

If education’s objectives
are to encourage experiment,
analysis and discovery rather
than~blind imitation or un-
questioned obedience to a
group, then the curriculum of
art ‘plays a pivotal role in
facilitating ‘the achievement
of this goal.

Art encourages the unique-
ness of an individual and pro-

vides impetus to develop
f« one’s personality according to
one’s own natural character
< dndaptitude, = e P

On an elementary lével in
schools, art is a languagé, a
communication of the needs
of a child’s inner world. Work-
ing with art he learns to de-

velops curiosity and percep-
tion. He gains courage to look
for the unexpected. He learns
to discover and make sensi-
tive choices and independent
judgements; and also solves
problems” by experiments.
Above all art is one subject
which imparts training in
originality and creative think-
ing. And if originality and
creativity have anything to do
with the development of man,
his science and technology,
how can we afford:to neglect
this vital subject?

In almost all educational in-
stitutions . of - enlightened
countries, art classes occupy:
nucleus position in their cur-
riculum. In our country very
few fortunate schools with
five star facilities like the
Aitchison, Cadet colleges and,
elite hill-resort schools, or
schools taken over by the
military, have art classes and
trained staff. A majority of
schools, do have Art as a sub-
Jject, but no art teachers orart
rooms.

Suppressed

In Sind art education is will-
fully suppressed and  for
reasons which' are not at all
far fetched.

The creative aspect apart,
the economic factor ‘domi-
nates in the denial of art edu-
cation in Sind. Karachi, Sind’s
major city, with a population
of over 8 million, (minus the
Afghan influx ) the largest in-
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dustrial establishment of the

- —country, has not a single. Axt

Institute or Arrdéparunentat
the University. Instead of
establishing Art institutions
in Sind itself, a charitable

quota of a dozen seats is fixed,

at a college in Lahore which
only the resourceful ‘can af-
ford. Considering the man-
power requirement of
Karachi, elaborate training
facilities are provided at the
National College of Arts. Ab-
out 95% graduates (in.Fine
Arts) from Lahore get jobs in
Karachi. Even Dawood Col-
lege of Engineering gets
teachers from NCA, Lahore.
All efforts to have an Arts Col-
lege in Karachi and to have a

Fine Arts Deptt at Karachi -

University were thwarted for
obvious reasons.

Victims

The land allotted for: the
Karachi Arts College was re-
Qquisitioned for Defence Offic-
ers Society. The efforts to
establish® a department of
Fine ‘Arts at Sind University
were fulfilled due to the bles-
sing of ‘a visionary like Vice
Chancellor Syed Ghulam
Mustafa Shah but soon after
his resignation, the depart-
ment became a victim of
personal whims of succeeding
VCs who lacked courage, wis-
dom and far sightedness and

* who were interested in their
own survival at the campus.
There were attempts to close
it down soon after its ‘birth.
Though it survived, its growth
remains a dwarf’s growth. The
artist-teachers ‘are punished
for their dedication and strug-
gle to have arts education in
Sind. e lesser qualified
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staff -in NCA, 'Lahore, got
2 p}xzu tions, upto grade 2!
ot ‘Senibr ‘and more qual-
ified teachers at Sind Varsity
are denied . promotions
Moreover ' their . increments’
3 have been stopped for thelast
. severalyears,

Compared  to ' the - dif-
ficulties and hurdles created
in Sind, see how sympathetic
the - establishment 4s"in La-
hore. While our representa-
tion to the Former Federal
Minister, regarding problems
of Fine Arts in Sind, did not
get any response from him, he
informed us about the project.
of the Art Academy in Is-
lamabad, and creation of a

special cell in: the federal .

ministry to look after’ the
needs of arts college'in La-
hore of which he was the
Chairman. Apart from a fed-
eral minister as a chairman,
the NCA Lahore can boast of
having two other ministries
represented on their! panel,
the Ministry of Finance and
the Ministry of Industry. The
provincial . ,government’s
sympathies :  apart, ' UGC
(which is supposed to look af-

ter the university finances ex- -

clusively) also joined hands in
helping one college of arts in

Lahore. Almost all major col--

leges in Punjab have fine arts
departments. The Punjab
University = has  a - well-
equipped Fine Arts Depart-
ment itself. It is only in Sind
that there are none. Some how:

one half hearted attempt to .
have a department at Sind

University was made, for that
teachers ' there are already
repenting. 3 ;

As regards development
grants the less said the better.
The National College of Arts
gets funds from' the National
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Exchequer.; All members on
its executive committee are
from Lahore. It is the execu-
tive committee which isruling
that college and not the Board
of Governors as’ professed.
The Board just endorses the
policy decisions of the execu-
tive committee. About its non-
representative character, the
present writer made a hue
and cry in the past and since |
no province is represented in
its staff or in the college’s ex-
ecutive committee the use of
‘National’ in its name was a
misnomer. As a sort of com-
pensation  an :  assistant-
professor of the Deptt of In-_
ternational  Relations, was:
. nominated by the. Chairman,”
as a member Board of Gover-
nors from-Sind; but still-no-
ce"is ‘represented “on~
Executive Committee.

The selection of members
as Board of Governors is an'’
eye-wash on  two counts.
Firstly none of the members
nominated have any
knowledge or qualification
for the subject. They are tot-
ally uninformed persons. Sec-
ondly the Member, Board of
Governors are merely there to
endorse the decisions already,
taken by the Executive Com-
mittee (the ruling was given
by no less a person than
Mohtasibe-Aala; + Justice
Sardar Igbal in one of the
meetings of Board -of Gover-
nors which the writer has at-
tended once). A

Abuqdance

There is an abundance of ta-
“lebrinSind. Ifone per-ceit of
the funds provided ‘to a col-
lege in Lahore from federal
funds, is diverted to us in
Sind, we can produce results
-that would astonish our com-
- patriots ~ elsewhere. Their
quota for a dozen seats is not
worthwhile because many an
aspiring young student ~can-_
not afford to undertake fre-
quent journeys to Lahore.
“ Many talented young men are’
unable to get jobs in Sind
while degree holders and di-
ploma holders from the North,
are naturally preferred by
Karachi’s commercial
organisations. .
. One . wishes . Sindhis’
~ . themselves would pay atten-
- tion  to  this ' hitherto ‘un-
touched subject and that
some private venture would
taken up this challenge.
There are  tremendous - op-
portunities for jobs in Sind.
Perhaps mediamen, such as
Advertisers Associations
could ‘undertake - establish-
ment of an Art Institute, keep-
ing in mind the ever-growing.
need in:their business for
creative personnel. Other job
oriented subjects such as the
Printing Industry, Textile De-
signing, Interior Decoration,
Ceramics and such functional
arts like Product Designing or
. Industrial” Design  andi Art
Education, = Art" Teachers:

J

“think about it. Surely the arts
have  economic. possibilities
.and it is only this reason that -
~compels the Gods at Mount

Olympus not to allow mortals
in deserts and plains to know

. their own strength. \



